SKETCH OF WILLIAM GRAHAM SUMNER'
WILLIAM GRAHAM SUMNER was born at Paterson, New
Jersey, October 30,1840* He is the son of Thomas Sum-
ner, who came to this country from England in 1836,
and married here Sarah Graham, also of English birth,
Thomas Sumner was a machinist, who worked at his
trade until he was sixty years old, and never had any
capital but what he saved out of a mechanic's wages-
He was an entirely self-educated man, but always pro-
fessed great obligations to mechanics* institutes and other
associations of the kind, of whose opportunities he had
made eager use in England* He was a man of the
strictest integrity, a total abstainer, of domestic habits
and indefatigable industry. He became enthusiastic-
ally Interested in total abstinence when a young man in
England, the method being that of pertiuasion and mis-
sionary effort. He used to describe his only attempt to
make a speech in public, which was on this subject,
when he completely failed. He had a great thirst for
knowledge, and was thoroughly informed on modern
English and American history and on the constitutional
law of both countries* He made the education of his
children his chief thought, and the only form of public
affairs in which he took an active interest was that of
schools. His contempt for demagogical arguments and
for all the notions of the labor agitators, as well as for
the entire gospel of gush, was that of a simple man with
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